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This whole thing has got to be about ena-
bling people to live up to their potential. I
went on these buses all across the country
with Hillary and Al and Tipper Gore, and
we went into little towns and big cities. Over
and over and over again, what I left those
encounters with was the sense that Ameri-
cans were yearning just to be themselves as
fully as they could be. And you can’t do that
if you can’t have a job. You can’t do that if
you can’t get a decent education. You can’t
do that if you think no matter how hard you
work, you can’t take care of your family if
they get sick. You can’t do that if you think
you can never change jobs without losing
your health benefits.

If you think about it, we live in a world
where the power of people is uppermost. We
live in a country where, thank God, no one
is a dictator. We have to work together. We
have to be able to put aside our partisan la-
bels and sometimes our personal prejudices
and think about what it takes to pull people
together and give everybody a chance to be
the most they can be. That’s what the whole
purpose of politics is.

And when this bill was held up, I didn’t
like it, but I offered to compromise, to take
some of the jobs out of it, though it grieves
me, to try to respond to some of the specific
speeches that were given by Republican Sen-
ators on the floor of the Senate.

And so far what have they said to my good
faith offer? Same old thing: stonewall. This
is the deficit; we can’t add to the deficit.
Folks, this is the crowd that had the Govern-
ment for 12 years. They took the deficit from
$1 trillion to $4 trillion. Have they no shame?
How can they say this? What is going on?
Sometimes I think the secret to success in
this town is being able to say the most amaz-
ing things with a straight face.

We’re going to get the deficit down. We’re
going to try to keep interest rates down. But
we’ve got to invest in people, and we’ve got
to try to create jobs. Will this work wonders?
No. Will it work some good? Yes, you bet
it will. It is an effort. Did I even campaign
on this? No. You endorsed me without asking
me to promise an emergency jobs program.
I offered this program for the simple reason
that I looked at the performance of this econ-
omy and its difficulty in creating jobs. Then

I looked around the world and I saw all these
other countries having the same exact prob-
lem we were having, and I thought, we’ve
got to try something else. And I’ll tell you
something, if we get this done and it doesn’t
work, I’ll try something else. We’re living in
a new and different time where we’ve got
to try.

I ask you, every one of you that ever had
a chance to make it because you joined this
union, because somebody invested in a
project that gave you a chance to work, be-
cause you had the opportunity to raise a fam-
ily and have a house, educate kids. Just take
a little time now and ask the people you know
in the United States Congress, who have all
made it, to think about how together we can
provide these opportunities for others. The
arguments they are using just don’t hold
water. They don’t measure against the facts
of what they have done in the past and what
the facts of this budget that I have presented
are. This is a modest program to give hope
and opportunity to people in this country
who need it and to try to get the job engine
going in America again.

I have compromised. I have held out my
hand. I think it’s time for somebody to reach
back across the divide of party politics and
put the American people first. And you can
help get it done today. I hope you will.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:53 a.m. at the
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Robert Georgine, president, Building
and Construction Trades Department, and Lane
Kirkland, president, AFL–CIO.

Statement on the Tragedy in Waco,
Texas
April 19, 1993

I am deeply saddened by the loss of life
in Waco today. My thoughts and prayers are
with the families of David Koresh’s victims.

The law enforcement agencies involved in
the Waco siege recommended the course of
action pursued today. The Attorney General
informed me of their analysis and judgment
and recommended that we proceed with to-
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day’s action given the risks of maintaining the
previous policy indefinitely. I told the Attor-
ney General to do what she thought was
right, and I stand by that decision.

Nomination for Assistant Secretaries
of Labor
April 19, 1993

The President today named California
Chief Deputy Treasurer E. Olena Berg and
former Michigan Department of Commerce
Director Douglas Ross to senior positions at
the Department of Labor. He intends to
nominate Ms. Berg to be Assistant Secretary
for Pension and Welfare Benefit Programs
and Mr. Ross to be Assistant Secretary for
Employment and Training.

‘‘Olena Berg and Doug Ross have been
effective and innovative officials at the State
government level,’’ said the President. ‘‘Both
have significant business experience as well.
I am very pleased that they will be part of
Secretary Reich’s team at Labor.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on Presenting the Teacher
of the Year Award
April 20, 1993

Good afternoon. Please be seated.
I want to say, first, how delighted I am

to be here with Secretary Riley and with Sen-
ator Graham. The three of us served as Gov-
ernors together during the 1980’s when we
worked constantly on strategies to improve
our schools, when we led often difficult and
long efforts to upgrade the standards in
American education and to improve the qual-
ity of instruction our children were receiving.

There were no two Governors whom I ad-
mired more during that period than the two
who now stand on this stage with the Teacher
of the Year. And I think both of them would
join me in saying that, after all the testimony
has been heard and all the bills have been
passed and the funds have been raised and
allocated, it all comes down to what happens
between the teacher and the students in the
classroom.

That’s why today’s ceremony honoring the
National Teacher of the Year is so important.
Tracey Leon Bailey has won recognition all
across our country for highly advanced and
innovative science programs. He’s developed
and introduced into Florida’s classrooms cut-
ting-edge programs in molecular biology and
DNA fingerprinting, subjects usually taught
only in college and, I might add, probably
only dimly understood here in the Nation’s
Capital.

Within 3 years of being hired by a satellite
high school, Mr. Bailey’s institution had one
of the strongest science programs in the en-
tire State of Florida, and it won numerous
national and international awards. These ad-
vanced programs aren’t just for a favored
few. Tracey Bailey has inspired all kinds of
students, including those previously known
as low-achieving or at-risk, to reach for excel-
lence and to attain it. This is what our stu-
dents need and what our country needs.

Today, we know that a good future with
high wages and rich opportunities rests on
the foundation of quality education for a life-
time. The basics aren’t enough anymore. All
our kids need competence in math and
science and advanced problemsolving. That’s
why Tracey Bailey’s accomplishments are so
important and why I am so pleased and
proud to participate in recognizing and hon-
oring these accomplishments.

Tracey, you represent the best in the
United States. I’m glad to recognize you
today and to formally present you with this
Apple Award as the Teacher of the Year for
1993.

[At this point, the President presented the
award, and Mr. Bailey made a brief state-
ment of appreciation.]

In closing, I would like to also welcome
the education leaders in Florida who are
here, those representing the national edu-
cation groups who have also come. I’d like
to recognize Tracey’s Congressman, Rep-
resentative Jim Bacchus in the back, himself
a great advocate of education. And I’d like
to remind all of you that the ultimate purpose
of the National Teacher of the Year Award
is to find a way for the rest of us to express
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